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Kichitaro Takano

Shinjuku Eisa Festival
Committee Chairman
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Governor of Okinawa
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Kenichi Yoshizumi
MAYOR, SHINJUKU CITY
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Eisa is a Bon dance originated from Okinawa.

July 15th is the “Kyu Bon” (old Bon) according to the old
calendar, and on that night when we see off our ancestors’

What is Eisa ?

spirits (the day is called “Ukui” in Okinawa), young men and women go around the
community dancing, wishing for health, safety, and prosperity of each house, and pray
for repose of the spirits. This dance performed on the night of 15th, the day of “Ukui”
(to send off), is called Eisa. Spirits of ancestors that come down to earth on the 13th, or
the day of “Unke” (to welcome) usually resist on returning, so people beat their drums
‘ to scare them and send them back to their world. This is how Eisa was established.

In 1603, during Ryuku Kingdom
History of Eisa and its origin  era, Jodo Shinshu (True Pure Land
Buddhism) was introduced to the
people. And it is said that original form of Eisa was Nenbutsu (Buddhist invocation)
chanting by Ninpucha (the chanter) to repose the spirits at funerals and memorial
mass. Later on in the beginning of the Showa era, more entertainment-driven Eisa
became popular. In 1956, when “Island of Okinawa Eisa Contest” started out, young
men’s associations from center of Main Island took the initiative to bring Eisa to a new
level, revolutionizing its skills and costumes. Today events are held not only during Kyu
Bon but throughout the year, including Island of Okinawa Eisa Festival and 10,000 Eisa
Dance Festa, and many can be seen outside Okinawa.
There are several theories to the origin of Eisa. However the one that is most
supported is group dance “Esaomoro” being combined with Nenbutsu (Buddhist
invocation) style dance which was started by a Kyoto Buddhist priest, Taichu Shonin

when he came to Okinawa. It is also said that the name “Eisa” was taken from a
\ musical accompaniment.
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Basically Eisa is performed in a circle with dancers surrounding Jiute (Chanters playing Sanshin) and drum squad. Eisa

group is composed of 20 to 30 young men and women - 7 to 8 Odaiko (large barrel drum) players, over 20 Shime Daiko
(medium sized drum) or Paarankuu (small drum) players, and dancers. Women are known to dance with their hands.
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Behind the Odaiko performers, female hand dancers,
wearing short indigo-colored splash-patterned kimonos
follow. Some groups have male hand dancers as well. Their
movement is very sharp compared to the elegant flowing
movement of the female dancers.
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Jiute needs to sing as well as play the Sanshin, so

the best singer in the village is always selected for
this role. Nenbutsu (Buddhist invocation) chanting

was sung in the old days but recently, regular folk
songs are more popular.
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The role of Odaiko is to modulate the sound
of the whole drum section. Performers dance

as they swing the drum around so ones with
strong physique are usually in charge.

Shimedaiko.

(Medium sized drum)

(Large hgglanir!.(.g ‘ ﬁ*ﬁ(bhfﬂ\:)

ABEOEECRIED A EHHE DI,
S EE WA T A Y — T REARASE
BLET,

Shimedaiko drummers move their body dynamically
using weight of the drum.

They play an important role especially in
Okinawa-shi and Kadena-cho Eisa.
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Chondara is clown wearing a
kimono made from Basho cloth
(cloth made from plant fiber), a
hemp palm wig, and white
make-up. They help ease
tension of the crowd and liven
up the Eisa performance.

Paarankuu

(Small\drum)
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Paarankuu is a small drum
with one drum head. It's the
smallest hand-carried drum
with one drum head and it
makes a dry sound which
sounds like “Paran.”
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The name comes from an Okinawan dialect “Kacha-sun” which means to stir.

The moment we hear the sound of fast playing Sanshin, Kachashii starts to twist his
wrist, stump the floor, and dance around energetically. They are essential at weddings

and festivals. When Sansen is played at the feast, everyone expects Kachashii to dance
along with it.
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The all new Mercedes-Benz CLA
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www.mercedes-benz-nishishinjuku.tokyo
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Stretch your arms and
put your hands up in the air.

Open your palms facing
the front.
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Males:

Close your palms.

Females:
Keep your palms open.
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Turn your palms to the right
and sway your arms in the

same directionlike you're
openinga sliding door.
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Turn your palms to
the left and sway your arm
in the same direction
like you’re closing
a sliding door.
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Haitai! I'm Mahae.

I'm going to teach you

how to enjoy the Eisa Festival.
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Repeat this right to left motion.
At the same time stomp

your feetlike you're
treading wheat.
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www.mercedes-benz-nakano.jp
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www.mercedes-benz-musashino.jp
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Tel.042-471-0020

www.mercedes-benz-nishitokyo.jp
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